84                              T  H E     M E D  I C  I

pauses of alternate song for the prolonging of the trumpet
blast, and the answering of psalm, and harp, and cymbal,
throughout the endless deep, and from all the star shores of

Heaven___This mode of treatment, combined as it is with

exquisite choice of gesture and disposition of drapery, gives
perhaps the best idea of spiritual beings which the human
mind is capable of forming." 53

For one other point Fra Angelico's pictures are notable;
in them we have for the first time heads full of individual
character; while he was the first to begin introducing in his
pictures portraits of his friends, thus doing much to help
forward another line in Art, portrait-painting, which a gen-
eration later became a recognised branch of painting. In this
way he gives us in his picture of the Deposition from the
Cross, now in the Accademia at Florence, a portrait of his
friend Michelozzo, the architect who was being employed
by Cosimo in the rebuilding of San Marco.54

Fra Angelico's period of painting in Florence lasted for
nine years (1437-1446), In 1446 Pope Eugenius IV, having
seen so much of his work at Florence, summoned him to
Rome; but that Pope died almost immediately afterwards
(1447). However, his successor Nicholas V was, as previ-
ously noted, most anxious to inaugurate a new state of things
in Rome as regards Art. One of his first efforts in this direc-
tion was (after the example of the monastery of San Marco
in Florence) to begin covering the walls of the Vatican with
frescoes; and this was the commencement of that long series
of renowned frescoes which, added to by Pope after Pope,
now form so large a part of the treasures of the Vatican.
Nicholas V began with his private chapel, and set Fra An-
gelico".to work to decorate its walls. Thus these frescoes in
the chapel of Nicholas V are important both as the first of
all the frescoes in the Vatican, and also as being Fra An-
gelico's last work. They took him the greater part of the
next five years (1447-1452); and these frescoes in particular
show how greatly he had profited by careful study of Masac-